Crime Prevention Tips

What is causing this rise in property crime in our neighborhoods? There are many theories. Some have blamed a sluggish economy and a rise in drug use. No matter the cause, what is important is that many of us have had their stuff taken and our lives inconvenienced by the rise in property crime.


Your Lodi Township Deputies are hard at work to stop this problem. No doubt, you’ve noticed an increase with police activity in your neighborhood. Township Deputies are concentrating on neighborhood patrols everywhere throughout the township. We are contacting suspicious people, looking for suspicious vehicles, and raising police visibility. However, the battle has not been won and there is still more to do.


Many burglaries are crimes of opportunity. In almost half of the residential burglaries (including garage burglaries), the bad person enters through an open or unlocked door or window. In most cases of theft from vehicles, the items taken are in plain view in the passenger compartment. Many cars are being stolen with keys in the ignition and the car running. You can help bring the crime rate down even further by taking a few simple common-sense steps to protect yourself, your family, and your possessions.

You can help protect your home by keeping it secure. Make sure that your garage door is always kept closed so that the contents aren’t visible to anyone passing by. Your expensive mountain bike sure is tempting to someone walking down the street and it only takes a few seconds for someone to grab your bike and ride off.  The majority of the homes here in Lodi Township have garages and most people don’t lock the deadbolt between the garage and their home. Always using this lock will protect your home should you happen to leave your garage door open.

Many people don’t lock their doors when they are home. While on patrol, I frequently see open, unlocked doors when people are doing their gardening. It’s not uncommon for a burglar to enter an unlocked back door while the homeowner is working on the lawn or tending their landscaping, taking the wallet or purse that was on the kitchen countertop. Keeping your doors locked at all times will end this crime of opportunity.

Be aware of door-to-door salespersons, petitioners, and people delivering flyers in our neighborhoods. While most of these people are legitimate, some are trying doors and are making note of the residences where they get no answer to their knock. If you see someone suspicious in your neighborhood , we want to know about it. Call 911 and give dispatch a detailed description of the individual and a direction of travel, and tell us why you think they are suspicious.


Thefts from cars are almost always a crime of opportunity. We are seeing an increase in thefts of briefcases, laptop computers, purses, and packages from vehicles. In most cases, the items taken were left on a seat or on the floor of the passenger compartment. You can help stop these thefts by locking your car and securing your valuables in the trunk of your car or covered storage area of your SUV while running errands. Be sure to take your valuables inside when you get home.

Lastly, don’t leave your keys in your car and don’t leave your car running, even for a minute. Some people leave their car running when they go pay for gas or run into the store for quick purchase. If you do, you might come back to find your car gone. It’s just another opportunity and often teenagers look for unoccupied running cars to take for joy rides. You can help by taking your keys and locking your car when you run into the store.

Lodi Township has a wonderful reputation and a sense of security so let’s continue to preserve its wonderful, livable, safe, and vibrant neighborhoods. We should all be proud to live in the neighborhoods that we have helped build and preserve. By taking basic common-sense precautions that remove opportunities for crime we can further reduce property crimes in our neighborhoods and make our neighborhoods safer.

