
 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 
Lodi Township Planning Commission 

 
April 26, 2016 

Lodi Township Hall 
3755 Pleasant Lake Road 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
 

1) Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Veenstra at 7:30 p.m. – The Pledge of Allegiance was then 
recited. 
 

2) Roll Call of the Commission 
Present:  D’Agostino, Diuble, Swenson, Steeb, Taylor, Thelen, Veenstra 
Others Present: Don Pennington, Township Planner, Bill DeGroot, Township Planner, and members of 
the public; Bill Higgins, Bruce Gatward, Jason Hill and Austin Fisher. 
  

3) Approve Minutes 
Commissioner Steeb moved to approve the March 22, 2016 Commission minutes, with minor 
corrections, and the April 20, 2016 Sub-Committee Working Session minutes.  The motion was seconded 
by D’Agostino.  Passed 7-0. 

 
4) Approve Agenda 

It was moved by Steeb, seconded by D’Agostino to approve the Agenda as presented.  Passed 7-0 
 

5) Public Comment 
No Public Comments were made.  

 
6) New Business: 

 
a) Ducks Unlimited / Stoneco East Restoration Plan Update 

Jason Hill presented a proposed modification to the Stoneco – Zeeb East Reclamation Plan.  The 
proposal is limited to a revision of the tree planting on the property.  The number of trees will 
remain the same, but some species were revised to plant only trees native to the area.  The plan 
avoids areas of potential future development and focuses on barriers with neighboring properties.  
Additional information is outlined in Mr. Hill’s letter to Supervisor Godek dated April 8, 2016. 
 
The Commission expressed concern that the Homeowners Association be involved in this decision 
since they are a party to the Judicial Consent Agreement.  Motion by Swenson, seconded by Steeb 
to approve a recommendation to the Township Board that the tree planting plan be modified, 
contingent upon concurrence by the Homeowners Association.  Roll call vote:  Thelen – yes, Steeb – 
yes, Taylor – yes, Swenson – yes, Diuble – yes, D’Agostino – yes, and Veenstra - yes.   

 



 

 

 
 
 
7) Old Business: 

 
a) Master Plan 

Chairman Veenstra asked Don Pennington to summarize the minor changes that have been made 
since the last Master Plan draft.  The following Resolution and Findings of Fact were offered: 
 

MASTER PLAN FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

• The current Lodi Township Master Plan was adopted by the Township Board on January 5, 2010.  

• The Michigan Planning Enabling Act (MPEA), Act 233 of 2008  as amended, requires that "at 
least every 5 years after adoption of a master plan, a planning commission shall review the 
master plan and determine whether to commence the procedure to amend the master plan or 
adopt a new master plan."  

• On June 24, 2014, the Planning Commission voted to initiate the Master Plan review on or 
before November 1, 2014.  

• A notice that Lodi Township intended to initiate a Master Plan review was sent to all entities 
required by the MPEA on November 1, 2014.  

• The Planning Commission considered many factors in drafting the updated Master Plan, 
including:  

o Updated demographics and demographic projections  
o Updated land and building use  
o Surrounding municipalities' land use and plans  
o Character of Lodi Township  
o Demonstrated needs within the Township  
o Changes to Michigan laws and regulations, especially pertaining to agriculture  
o Infrastructure needs  
o Potential for providing municipal sewer and water services in various areas of the 

Township  

• On September 22, 2015, the Planning Commission recommended that the Township Board send  
the Draft Master Plan to the Township Board for review and distribution.  

• On October 6, 2015, the Township Board approved sending the Draft Master Plan to all required  
entities for their review and comment. 

• This notice was sent to all required entities on October 7, 2015.These entities have had the 
required 63 days to review and comment on the Draft Master Plan.  

• The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on January 26, 2016, to receive comments.  

• The Planning Commission has considered the comments received and made appropriate 
changes. 

 
 

A Resolution of the Planning Commission to 
Adopt the Updated Lodi Township Master Plan 

 
The preceding findings of fact and the following preamble and resolution were offered by 
Commissioner Steeb and supported by Commissioner D’Agostino: 

 



 

 

Whereas, the Planning Commission completed a review of the current Township Master Plan in 

accordance with Section 45(2) of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act [Public Act 33 of 2008, as 

amended (MPEA)], and determined that updates to the plan were necessary; and 

Whereas, the Township initiated a process to prepare an updated Master Plan, and has 

provided all required notices consistent with the MPEA; and 

Whereas, this Master Plan is intended to be the plan as provided for in the MPEA, and 

incorporated within this Plan is the zoning plan referred to in the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act 

(Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended) as the basis for the Township’s Zoning Ordinance; and 

Whereas, the updated plan is a comprehensive document that includes specific goals, 

objectives, and public policy recommendations, and is intended to serve as a guide for future 

Township decision-making related to land use, community development, and capital 

improvement projects; and 

Whereas, the Planning Commission solicited public comment throughout this process, and 

submitted copies of the proposed Master Plan for review and comment to the county, 

surrounding jurisdictions, and other outside entities in accordance with Section 41(2) of the 

MPEA; and 

Whereas, notices having been duly posted and published in accordance with the MPEA, the 

Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on ADD HEARING DATE HERE to receive 

comments on the proposed Master Plan. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Planning Commission adopts in the whole this updated 

Lodi Township Master Plan, and refers the plan to the Township Board for consideration and 

final approval in accordance with Section 43(3) of the MPEA. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   D’Agostino, Diuble, Swenson, Steeb, Taylor, Thelen, Veenstra  
Nays:   None 
Absent:  None   
Abstain:  None 

Resolution is adopted.  

   
b.)  Zoning Ordinance 

Comments from the township attorney are being reviewed and when complete, the Chair will call a 
sub-committee meeting to continue the revision of the ordinance. 

 
8) Reports 

a) Commissioners 
Chairman Veenstra mentioned several meetings he has had with several property owners regarding 
planning matters.  No additional comments were received. 
 

b) Planning Consultant 
Nothing additional. 



 

 

 
c) Engineering Consultant 

Nothing. 
 

9) Other Business 
None. 
 

10) Policy Discussion 
None. 

 
 

11) Public Comment 
None.   
 

12) Adjournment 
There being no further business, it was moved by Steeb and seconded by D’Agostino to adjourn the 
meeting.  Passed 7-0. The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
   
 

The next Regular Meeting is May 24, 2016 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Craig Swenson 
Planning Commission Secretary 
 

 
  

 

 
 


