Early dwellings of the “Lost” Township:
Marshall McLennan’s 1982 rural buildings survey of Lodi revisited.
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Students in the Preservation Research Techniques course at Eastern Michigan spent the fall
2019 semester investigating some of the oldest surviving dwellings in Washtenaw County. The
class began by examining earlier research on vernacular and Greek revival architecture in the
county. The most significant existing inventory is the rural buildings survey conducted by
Marshall McLennan and his students during the 1980s, the first decade of EMU’s Historic
Preservation Program. However, while exploring the records of the survey in the EMU Archives
and Digital Commons, one of our students noticed that the records from Lodi township were
missing.

1982 inventory card of 2645 Scio Church Rd from McLennan Survey (HistWeb map server)

After some discussion, the class adopted Lodi as “our township,” recognizing that our need to
gain experience with archival and field research techniques could be applied to filling a gap in
the digital archive and also fulfil a critical role of community service. Just as Lodi township was
attractive to early settlers due to its proximity to Ann Arbor and the Chicago Road (today’s U.S.
Route 12), the growth of Ann Arbor and Saline continues to impact the cultural landscape.
Developers buy and demolish historic farms and construct new subdivisions with little
recognition for the value of early farmhouses and barns. Thus the work of our students can
help raise awareness about the location and significance of early farms and perhaps contribute
to their preservation.

Extant homes marked on 1856 Plat map of Lodi Section 24 (Lisa Powell)
The thirty-six sections of Lodi Township were divided among fifteen class members so that each
student had two or three sections containing a total of about ten properties surveyed by
McLennan’s students in 1982. Each student gathered existing survey records for their sections

from the county’s Histweb, an online GIS database and map server. Thus the McLennan
surveys and those from the Michigan Centennial Farms program were downloaded and saved
on local and remote computer hard drives. Township plat maps of 1856, 1864, 1874, 1895, and
1915 provided names of property owners and approximate construction dates for extant
properties, which were recorded in a separate document for each section of the township. In
the second half of the semester, each student selected one property as a case study to gain
experience doing intensive research on a building and discovering the stories of its people.

4390 West Ellsworth Road, Horace Booth Residence (Matt Jones)
The class visited the Washtenaw County Register of Deeds and the Bentley Historical Library in
November, and gained insights into research techniques. University Archivist Alexis BraunMarks presented resources and tips for conducting online research on historic people and
places, Washtenaw County Preservation specialist Melinda Schmidt provided an overview of
the organizations and mechanisms that promote preservation locally, and SHPO survey
coordinator Katie Kolokithas explained the state survey program and gave feedback on our
work. The preliminary results of the research project were presented at Strong Hall’s small
auditorium on December 12th, and plans are underway to continue this work in 2020 and find
ways to sustain and provide access to the research.
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